A DEMA Severe Weather Bridge call was conducted at 1300 today. The National
Weather Service briefed the weather forecast for today through this weekend. Today
and tonight we can expect scattered showers and thunderstorms, mainly after 5pm.
Rainfall amounts between 1 and 2 inches possible. Friday there is a chance of showers;
chance of precipitation is 50%. Saturday evening showers and thunderstorms will
increase. Hurricane Irene tracks generally northward; the track for Irene has shifted
west and is the eye of the storm is expected to pass directly over Sussex County.
Forecasters predict that Irene will be a Category Il hurricane with 100 MPH winds when
it arrives here. The overall impacts of Irene will be determined by the exact track Irene
ultimately takes, but all indications show that their will major catastrophic damage to
the state. The rain forecast for our region has changed considerably the entire state
could receive as much as 12 plus inches of rain, with 9-10 inches possible in the
Northern New Castle County. Maximum sustained winds for Sunday morning around
11-12 near Fenwick Island could be 75-80 MPH with 100 MPH gusts. Kent County 70
MPH with gusts 85 MPH and New Castle County 60 MPH with gusts 75 MPH, the
strongest winds being closer to the coast but this again is tied to the actual track.

Major flooding in the creeks and streams is expected. Storm surge on an average will
be 2-5 feet up the Delaware Bay and 4-7 feet along the ocean front, with the highest
surge during the periods of high tide on Saturday evening around 2100 and Sunday
morning around 0900. Wave height is forecasted to be between 12-24 feet in the
Delaware Bay and 10-12 feet along the surf zone of Delaware beaches.
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