
Proposal for Traffic Calming and Child Safety 
Thomas Harmon Drive, Newell’s Creed Community. 

October 11, 2011 
 
Summary: 
 

 Several Newell’s Creek residents approached the Mayor regarding the traffic 
volume and their concern for the safety of children in the neighborhood.  
 

 A survey of the community resulted in 129 homes participating.  Sixty Six percent 
of the responding home voted in favor of a closure on Thomas Harmon Drive. 
 

 A traffic survey using the Camden Police radar box was conducted over a period 
of two weeks, one week in each direction on Thomas Harmon Drive.  The survey 
shows an average of  4574 vehicles per day measured over seven days in each 
direction.  The measurements were made in August 2010 using the Camden 
Police radar box which measured the count and speed in one direction at a time. 
 
A chart showing the data is attached as Appendix A. 
 

 Caesar Rodney School District has provided a student count which shows 153 
students of which 63 walk to Nellie Stokes School.  A survey performed by the 
residents found an additional 50 students that attend other schools including 
private schools. 
 

 After meeting with police, fire and ambulance first responders and with DelDot it 
is recommended that East bound traffic be blocked from exiting Newell’s Creek 
Community, (NCC), into the WalMart and Camden Town Center commercial 
areas.   

o The plan will calm traffic at the three way stop on Thomas Harmon and 
WalMart Drive. 

o First responders will have access through Newell’s Creek to the 
commercial center and U.S 13. 
 

 A “Safe Routes To School” request will be filed by Newell’s Creek residents.  
The request will be to install crosswalk markings and “Yield to Pedestrians” signs 
on the intersections in the community.  The funding for this project, if approved, 
will come from the funds available to Nellie Stokes School. 
 

 Senator Brian Bushweller and Representative Donald Blakey will be requested to 
provide Community Traffic Funds to purchase and install the necessary materials. 

 
  
PROPOSAL 
 

 Close Thomas Harmon Drive, (THD) at the Newell’s Creek Community, (NCC) 
boundary with Wal-Mart, (WM) and Camden Town Center, (CTC) to East bound 
traffic. (From NCC into WM and CTC). 
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o This will calm / reduce traffic volume on THD from Upper King Road, 

(US13 A), to South DuPont Highway.  . 
 

o The three way stop at THD and Wall-Mart Drive, (WMD) will be relieved 
from east bound traffic coming through NCC. Allowing west bound traffic 
to enter THD NC will help reduce build up of traffic on WMD making 
turns towards US13 
 
 Traffic wanting to access US 13 or the commercial centers will 

have three options: 
 Using Camden Wyoming Avenue or Voshell’s Mill Road 

will make a right turn on US 13 and a right turn into the 
commercial center thus avoiding any need turn across U.S. 
13. 

 Traffic using Lockmeath Way from US13A will access the 
center by turning left on to WMD.  Traffic will not be 
required to go out on US 13 DuPont Highway 
  

 The afternoon traffic, using THD to return home from work will 
still be a concern for children playing on or near THD, but such 
traffic will be well after children have been discharged from school 
buses or are walking home from Nellie Stokes School. 
 

 Signs on Jacks Way and Dewitt Circle entrances to NC advising that thru traffic is 
not permited to U.S. 13 (DuPont Highway, Wal-Mart or Camden Town Center. 

o Wording of the signs to be worked out with DelDot Sign group 
 

 Curb barriers with bollards will be used to close the east bound lane of THD from 
the CTC  Boundary to just before the 1st NCC driveway on the south side of THD. 
 

 Elementary school children walk to Nellie Stokes School and have to cross THD 
and other streets.  To assure safe walking conditions, Safe Routes to School funds 
will be sought to mark and sign cross walks. 
 

 The proposal to limit THD travel  is based on CTF fund availability from Senator 
Busweller and Representative Blakey. 

 
 
The Safe Routes To School request will address cross walks and pedestrian signs under a 
separate SRTC application through DelDot and Nellie Stokes School. 
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Appendix A:  Traffic Count. 
 

 
 
Appendix B Estimated cost for the THD portion of the project. (CTF Request) 
 
Cost Estimate Newells Creek THD One Way closure    
Material         
  Per Section Total Req    
Line Guides  $84.00   $2,268.00  27 sections  
        
Bollards   $   90.50    $     2,805.50   31 pieces  
        
Signs  $44.10   $176.40  4 signs  
  $84.89   $254.67  3 signs  
  $31.24   $31.24  1 sign  
Posts  $30.18   $241.44  8 posts  
        
        
  Material   $     3,509.25     
  Misc Mtl   $     1,500.00     
  Installation  $      5,000.00     
        
  Project Estimate  $   10,009.25     
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Appendix C,  Proposed Signs for the THD 
Project:

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Appendix D:  CR Student Count. 
 
Students from Newell’s Creek attending school in the Caesar Rodney 
School District: 
  
McIlvaine – 11 
Stokes -     67 
Fifer -         41 
CRHS -      30  
Charlton -     4 
  
Total         153 
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Appendix  E: Proposed Curb Liners  and bollard posts for the Lane Closure: 
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Appendix F:  Drawing showing East Bound Block 
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Appendix G: SRTS MAP showing proposed cross walk markings.  The 4 way 
stop at Newell’s Creek Dr. and Thomas Harmon Drive to have 4 markings, all 
other intersections with red circles to have “L” markings.  

 

Nellie Stokes School 

 


